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There a Santa Clausf (1904); The Old Town
(1909).

[Riis's own writings in content and spirit are auto-
biographical. See also Who's Who in America, 1914-
15; N. Y. Times, May 27, 28, June i, 21, 1914; Jour.
of Education, June 12, 1913, June 4, 1914; Jacob A.
Riis. A Sketch of his Life and Work (1903) ; Mary H.
Wade, Pilgrims of Today (1916) ; Joseph Husband,
Americans by Adoption (1920) ; J. T. Faris, Men Who
Conquered (1922) ; H. M. Gary, "A Knight in the
Slums," in Homiletical Review, Jan. 1917; Margaret
E. Benton, Comrades in Service (1915) ; Theodore
Roosevelt. An Autobiography (1913); The Autobiog-
raphy of Lincoln Steffens (1931), vol. I.] j. H. H.

RILEY, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (July 16,
i849-Dec. 14, 1925), Baptist clergyman, edu-
cator, author, son of Enoch and Sophronia (Au-
trey) Riley, was born near Pineville, and died
at Birmingham, Ala. His parents were poor but
pious and ambitious for their son. After receiv-
ing a preliminary education in the schools of his
community, he entered Erskine College, Due
West, S. C, in 1868, and graduated with the
degree of A.B. in 1871. He was converted while
in Erskine and although he had intended to
study law, was ordained to the Baptist ministry
at Pineville in July 1872, and at once entered the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, then
located at Greenville, S. C. His studies were
soon interrupted by failing health and he re-
turned home to recuperate. In 1874 he entered
Crozer Theological Seminary, where he con-
tinued until 1876. Leaving the seminary, he
married Emma Shaw of Belleville, Ala., June
21, 1876, and soon afterward accepted the pas-
torate of Carlowville and Snow Hill churches
in his native state. He was called to the church
at Albany, Ga., in 1878, but after a brief pas-
torate interrupted by ill health, he returned to
Alabama and became pastor at Opelika (1879-
82). In 1888 he was made president of Howard
College near Birmingham, Ala., remaining there
until 1893, a period of great difficulty in the his-
tory of this institution. Resigning the presi-
dency, he accepted the chair of English and ora-
tory in the University of Georgia, which he held
with distinction until 1900. He was pastor of
the First Baptist Church of Houston, Tex.,
1900-07, and from 1907 to 1909 was superin-
tendent of the Anti-Saloon League of Texas.
His work with this society led him to see the
deadly effects of the saloon upon the negro and
inspired in him a deep sympathy for the col-
ored man.

Throughout his life, he constantly alternated
between the practical and the scholarly. While
he was pastor he was also studying and writing,
and while he was in educational work he con-
tinued to preach. His most important work,
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however, was in the field of education and au-
thorship. He was a diligent writer, contributing
constantly to the religious press of his denomi-
nation and to other similar periodicals, In 1881
he published The History of Conecuh County,
Alabama. This was followed in 1888 by Ala-
bama As It Is. Other historical writings of his
include: History of the Baptists of Alabama
(1893) ; History of the Baptists in the Southern
States East of the Mississippi (1898), History
of the Baptists of Texas (1907), Makers and
Romance of Alabama History (1914), The Bap-
tists in the Building of the Nation (1922), and
Memorial History of the Baptists of Alabama
(1923). During his work as secretary of the
Anti-Saloon League he wrote The White Man's
Burden (1910). He was also the author of The
Life and Times of Booker T. Washington
(1916). His works show diligence in research,
care in statement, and vigor of style; they are,
however, the works of a cultured but busy man
rather than those of the finished scholar. He
will probably be best known for his contribu-
tions to the history of the Baptist denomina-
tion in Texas, Alabama, and the southeastern
part of the United States, His later years were
spent at Birmingham, Ala., in quiet study, con-
tinuous writing, and frequent preaching and
lecturing.

[A. B. Moore, Hist, of Ala. and Her People (1927),
vol. II; Alphabetical Biog. Cat. of the Crozer Theo-
logical Sam. (1933) ; J. E. Dillard, in Annual of the
Southern Baptist Convention, 1926; Ala, Baptist, Dec.
17, 1925 ; Who's Who in America, 1924-25 ; Birming-
ham Age-Herald, Dec. 15, 1925.]                W. J. M.

RILEY, BENNET (Nov. 27, i;87-June 9,
1853), soldier, was born in St. Mary's County,
Md. In the Catholic parish records of St. Mary's
County preserved at Georgetown University is
registered the marriage of one Bennet Reily to
Susanna Drury on Aug. 16, 1784. It is reason-
able to suppose that these persons are Riley's
parents especially since his widow signs her
name "Riley" and "Reily" in the pension office
records, but no other evidence has appeared to
warrant a more definite statement. He entered
the military service of the United States on Jan.
19, 1813, as an ensign of riflemen and at once
saw active campaigning at Sacketts Harbor,
N. Y., in the War of 1812, after which he ac-
companied his regiment to the Mississippi fron-
tier. From December 1816 to July 1817, he was
adjutant of his regiment On Aug. 6, 1818, he
was promoted to the rank of captain, having pre-
viously passed through the grades of third, sec-
ond, and first lieutenant. Upon the disbandment
of the rifle regiment in 1821, he was transferred
to the infantry and for the next twenty-five years
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